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Silence.	Dust	
	
In the beginning is no beginning. 
In the beginning is silence. Silence is within you. 
	
Silence and light. 
Bright silence, beneath which those words exist. Images. 
Pictures. Poetry. 
Mouse nests. Spiders. Ticks. Queen bees. Clumps of grass. 
The world under the clumps. 
	
The bright silence remains. Snow, and beneath the snow, ice, 
and under 
the ice a current, quivering, arrowheads and spring moss. 
Mouse tracks in the snow, which the wind wipes away. Snow 
dust 
spinning 
over the emptiness, a couple of milkweed leaves and pieces of 
pine bark. 
	
White silence. An actor's white make-up, beneath which, deep 
in the 
darkness, the face and the soul with their own passions. 
A throaty song, a song that comes from the stomach, from a 
person's centrepoint, his deepest part, his Marianas trench. 
 
Wherever there is silence, dust gathers. 
Dust wants peace. Dust gathers where there is littlemovement. 
Dust comes 
from near and far, from roads, ploughs, old fur coats, 
volcanoes and 
outer space. 
Dust comes and settles on piano lids in arts centres, old 
Bibles in attics, shelves, rugs, laundries, smithies, abandoned 
mills, 
in old outbuildings where old wooden bowls stand, yarn 
windles, dismantled looms and chests full of balls of rags. 
	
All is full of peace, 
car, outbuilding, sauna, shed, byre, privy, 
beehives, nesting-boxes, bath, washbasin, 
ash bucket, wheelbarrow, flowerpots, paint tins, 
baskets, barrels, pockets and plates. 
	
PEACE 
is when everything slowly grows its roots, 
this old outbuilding, this greenhouse, 
this rhubarb clump, which I planted the day before yesterday, 
this old iron, this old samovar, 
those little vases Tiia made, 
this empty matchbox, 
this figure carved from limewood, 
this pebble, brought from Saaremaa, full of fossilised snails' 
shells, 
this kantele, which we found in an empty house, 
this little mouse, which runs under the loom from one wall to 
the other, 
this spider, which waits on the dusty windowpane, 
this old, white button on the windowsill, 
this fork, which came to light as we dug the garden, 
these apple trees, those garden posts, those laths, those 
trellises, 
those wall logs, dead these sixty years, 
those shingles, which we cut at the Sahkri sawmill – 
all these are gradually growing roots. 
I, too. 
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